What’s New in the 2010 Accreditation Manual?
Supervisors in Centers preparing for Accreditation reviews in 2010 are beginning to ask questions about the changes to the Accreditation Manual.  The Accreditation Commission is delighted to share that some significant, and hopefully beneficial, changes have been made, as highlighted below.
Checklists Remain and New Checklists are Added
The checklists that were introduced in the 2005 Accreditation Manual have been well received as useful.  These checklists remain as guides to Centers about reviews and processes.  As well, the Commission added two checklists to the 2010 edition:

· Addition of a Satellite Program

· Addition of a Program of Supervisory CPE

Consolidation of Appendices and Revision of Appendix 19
The number of appendices in the 2010 edition has been reduced from 19 to 9.  Most of the consolidation has been through gathering all samples into one appendix and all guides into another.  

“Appendix 19” has been changed to “Appendix 5, Parts I and II,” which describe the Standards that are expected to be addressed in the Student Handbook and Curriculum (Part I) and those that are expected to be addressed during the on-site visit (Part II).  A “draft” of Appendix 5 is available for your use.  Please contact your regional accreditation chair for a copy. 
Further, the bullets (or descriptions) of what has been expected as Standard compliance in Appendix 19 have been removed.  This action was taken because the Accreditation Commission recognized that, unintentionally, it had added or re-interpreted Standards through these descriptions in ways that were not helpful, and that these descriptions had limited creativity and uniqueness between Centers.  Beginning in January, 2010, Centers will be expected to demonstrate how and where they are meeting Standards in the Student Handbook(s) and during the on-site review instead of having to adhere to the ways in which the Accreditation Commission expected compliance.  The National Site Team Chair and the Site Team members will work with Centers to discover how Centers are meeting Standards.  
Accreditation Review Request and Facesheet
Instead of having to use separate facesheets for different accreditation reviews, Centers now will use one “Accreditation Review Request and Facesheet” for all Commission reviews, with the exception of the annual report.

Clarification of Processes
The processes of removal of notations and called reviews have been clarified. 
National Site Team Chairs
As an outcome of the Presidential Taskforce on Accreditation, the Accreditation Commission will begin using National Site Team Chairs to chair all on-site reviews for ten-year re-accreditation visits and new accredited member centers (satellites to accredited member or Candidacy Centers) beginning January 1, 2010.  The National Site Team Chairs will receive specialized training in the process of accreditation and will be responsible to ensure that the Site Team members, who will be assigned from the region, will provide competent, consistent, collegial on-site reviews.  

Also, as a part of this process, two steps have been deleted from the review process.  First, the regional accreditation committee will no longer assign a regional reviewer to look through Center material.  Secondly, the regional accreditation committee will no longer vote on the recommendations of the regional reviewer.  Instead, the National Site Team Chair and the Site Team members will make recommendations directly to the Chair of the Commission, who will assign a national reviewer to bring those recommendations to the Commission.  The regional accreditation committee will be kept apprised of the process through receipt of copies of reports from the National Site Team Chair.
The use of National Site Team Chairs also frees the regional accreditation committee to provide better consultation and mentoring to Centers as they prepare for accreditation reviews.

Addition of “Inactive Status”
In response to the growing number of centers having difficulty filling supervisory positions, with the resulting numbers of those centers voluntary withdrawing their accreditation due to these vacancies, the Accreditation Commission has instituted a new status for Accredited Member Centers:   “Inactive Status.”  Information about this new category and a checklist for requesting inactive status, as well as a process for reactivation of full accredited member status, are included.

